


The 2011  Island Media  Arts  Festival  has  wrapped for  another  year.  What an 

amazing time it was! Thank you to all who attended and the filmmakers from 

across the Atlantic Provinces who showed their films. See you in 2012.

Organized by the Island Media  Arts  Co-op and in it’s  2nd year,  the  Island Media Arts 

Festival, opened its call for submissions from Nova Scotia, Newfoundland & Labrador, New 

Brunswick, as well as Prince Edward Island.

When asked for details,  IMAF  Curator, Mille Clarkes stated "We saw screenings across our 

province, showcasing the works of Atlantic Canada, and it was put into the context of this 

year’s theme: ‘Seeing Ahead of the Curve’." She added, "Once again, the IMAFestival had 

its Gala Screening presented by the CBC. This was CBC Maritimes’ 2nd year in partnership 

with the  IMAF. As well, the CBC announced the Island’s 3-2-1 winners at the Gala: Jeremy 

Larter and Adam Perry. Adam Perry also won the  William F. White Filmmaker of the Year 

Award, and Harmony Wagner won the Audience Award for her short film Vast.

Also included in the festival were workshops, informative panel discussions, and walk-in store 

front media installations, all related to this year’s theme. "With IMAF 2011's ‘Seeing Ahead 

of the Curve’,  the Island Media Arts Co-op, presented an overall  experience that  will  give 

people the opportunity to grasp onto something visionary, through the many ways they can 

connect  with media works,  through the works of  their  own media  artists  in an expanded 

context, in the way media affects their perceptions, and how media can directly inspire their 

own creative acts and their understandings of evolving technological adaptations, that will 

continue to motivate change."

The IMAF Festival Director is Dave Ward: davewardchtn@gmail.com

Many thanks to our funders, sponsors and partners: 

Canada Council for the Arts, CBC, The City of Charlottetown, Confederation Centre of the 

Arts, Canadian Heritage, Innovation PEI, IATSE, MusicPEI, NFB, PEI Tourism and Culture, 

SpudFM,  CFCY,  Magic93,  The  City  of  Summerside,  The  Guardian,  The  Guild,  The 

Harbourfront Theatre, William F. Whites, RBC, The Island Film Factory, Moses Media.

http://www.whites.com/section_welcome/default.asp
http://islandmedia.pe.ca/wp-admin/davewardchtn@gmail.com


A list of the activities, screenings, and events that took place in 2011:

Workshop: IMAF Cameraless Animation Workshops
Workshop: IMAF & Confederation Centre Art Gallery Partnership Workshops on 

Cameraless Animation
Installation: A Collaborative Media Arts Installation
Film Night: A Celebration of Young Filmmakers
Workshop: Directing a Shoot - First Session
Screening: IMAF Francophone Screenings & Presentations
Workshop: Making a 10 sec Movie - First Session
Panel: Technological innovations shaping new markets & platform opportunities 

for media works
Opening Night Screening - Charlottetown
Opening Night Screening - Georgetown
Opening Night Screening - Summerside
Opening Night Reception: Hosted by MusicPEI
Workshop: Directing a Shoot - Second Session
Workshop: Making a 10 sec. Movie  - Second Session
Panel: Effects of the Interactive Digital Universe on the Documentary
Screening: Documentaries
Screening: Web Works and Comedy
Panel & Open Forum: Experimental film & video understanding its place in 

media arts
Lecture/Screening: Experimental Works of George Semsel
Screening: Women’s Works & Social Commentary
Keynote Speaker: George Semsel with Rick Hancox
Workshop : Final edits/viewing - 10 sec. Movies - Third Session
Pitching to CBC’s Peter Hall
Screening: Experimental
Screening : Animation and Emerging Artists
IMAF Gala: Ten of PEI’s Best Shorts - Hosted by CBC
Closing Party: Hosted by The Island Film Factory

http://islandmedia.pe.ca/event/imaf-closing-party/
http://islandmedia.pe.ca/event/imaf-gala-ten-of-peis-best-shorts/
http://islandmedia.pe.ca/event/imaf-animation-and-emerging-artists-screening/
http://islandmedia.pe.ca/event/imaf-experimental-screening/
http://islandmedia.pe.ca/event/pitching-to-cbcs-peter-hall/
http://islandmedia.pe.ca/event/workshops-with-michael-kennedy-workshop-2-making-a-5-second-or-10-second-film/
http://islandmedia.pe.ca/event/imaf-key-note-speaker/
http://islandmedia.pe.ca/event/womens-works-and-social-issues-screening/
http://islandmedia.pe.ca/event/imaf-special-screening-the-work-of-george-semsel/
http://islandmedia.pe.ca/events/imaf/panels/
http://islandmedia.pe.ca/events/imaf/panels/
http://islandmedia.pe.ca/event/imaf-web-works-and-comedy-screening/
http://islandmedia.pe.ca/event/imaf-documentary-screening/
http://islandmedia.pe.ca/events/imaf/panels/
http://islandmedia.pe.ca/event/workshops-with-michael-kennedy-workshop-2-making-a-5-second-or-10-second-film/
http://islandmedia.pe.ca/event/workshops-with-michael-kennedy-workshop-1-directing-a-film-shoot/
http://islandmedia.pe.ca/event/imaf-opening-night-party/
http://islandmedia.pe.ca/event/imaf-opening-night-screening-summerside/
http://islandmedia.pe.ca/event/imaf-opening-night-screening-georgetown/
http://islandmedia.pe.ca/event/imaf-opening-night-screenings/
http://islandmedia.pe.ca/events/imaf/panels/
http://islandmedia.pe.ca/events/imaf/panels/
http://islandmedia.pe.ca/event/workshops-with-michael-kennedy-workshop-2-making-a-5-second-or-10-second-film/
http://islandmedia.pe.ca/event/installation-a-collaborative-media-arts-installation/
http://islandmedia.pe.ca/event/workshops-with-michael-kennedy-workshop-1-directing-a-film-shoot/
http://islandmedia.pe.ca/event/film-night/
http://islandmedia.pe.ca/event/installation-a-collaborative-media-arts-installation/
http://islandmedia.pe.ca/event/imaf-confederation-centre-art-gallery-partnership-workshops-on-cameraless-animation/
http://islandmedia.pe.ca/event/imaf-confederation-centre-art-gallery-partnership-workshops-on-cameraless-animation/
http://islandmedia.pe.ca/news/cameraless-animation/


A look at the 2011 Panels:

Panel Session: Economic and Technological innovations shaping new market & 
platform opportunities for media works

The session will deal with the available technology for independent, 360 platforming, 

streaming world wide, and some perspectives on the economics and marketing strategies 

behind these options.

Moderator:

Donna Davies, originally from Charlottetown, PEI, has gone on to write and direct a 

number of award winning films, including the short drama A Space for Sara.  After winning a 

CTV Fellowship, Donna wrote and directed NFB documentaries Kitchen Goddess [about 

psychics] and A Sigh & A Wish [about folk music, featuring Pete Seeger].  In 2003, she wrote 

and directed the documentary Children Lost: The Story of Canada’s Home Children, winning 

the Certificate for Excellence at the US International Film and Video Festival and the Gold 

Special Jury Award at The World Fest in Houston.  In 2005 she co-produced, wrote, and 

directed Shadow Hunter, a 13 part doc series on the role of the paranormal in popular 

culture.  In 2008 Donna wrote and directed three episodes of Supernatural Investigator, and 

in 2009 she completed Zombiemania, a look at the proliferation of zombies in popular culture 

[recently aired in US], as well as Pretty Bloody, a foray into the world of female generated 

horror films. Recently, juggling several projects she has completed two documentaries for 

Land and Sea, and is now in the middle of a globe trotting project, a documentary about the 

world’s top special fx people in horror films.  As an experienced and savvy director/producer, 

she has successfully dealt with the many networks and agencies that are part of the Canadian 

media-scape.

Panelists:

Francois Lavigueur started his career in sales & marketing for 10 years before selling in-

store advertising media for News Corp for 5 years.  Since then, he has redirected his career in 

streaming media where he helps his clients build their online & mobile audio/video presence 

while making it a profitable venture.  He is Senior Account Director at StreamTheWorld and is 

responsible for all Canadian Sales.  StreamTheWorld’s Media Delivery Network with its 

multiple points of presence around the globe can reach audiences anywhere in the world with 

live and on-demand streaming. Clients today can expect turn key streaming - packages that 

http://islandmedia.pe.ca/event/imaf-panel-economic-and-technological-innovations/
http://islandmedia.pe.ca/event/imaf-panel-economic-and-technological-innovations/


cover everything from smartphone applications, live streaming, media management, media 

delivery, and metrics.

Julie Giles, a creative generalist with strong ties to the technology and media industry, is a 

strategic operative, who has worked in most of the creative sectors, including art, design, film, 

music, performing arts, publishing, gaming and TV.  A former publicist, she cut her teeth in 

new media in the mid-1990’s when she discovered Minitel, a Videotext online service, while 

living in France.  On her return to Canada, she embraced dial-up while waiting for technology 

to catch-up to her vision of the Internet.  At work for a leading Internet strategy firm in 

Toronto, she sharpened her research, web writing, and online PR skills, helping to launch CBC 

Radio 3 and providing support to CBC.CA and CBC4Kids.  Julie’s online expertise spans 

blogging, podcasting, microblogging, e-mail newsletters, search marketing, video promotion, 

PR, and writing for the web.  Her experience delivering web projects includes the 

development of a Website and social media channels for the North American tour of “Edward 

Scissorhands” [the ballet]; a podcast and Weblog for The Fairmont Royal York Hotel; and a 

multilevel directory and Weblog for Welcome To The City, Inc.  She has also provided training 

and consulting to several independent musicians, including rising Canadian country music 

star, Codie Prevost.  Julie has a BA in Drama from Brock University in St. Catharines and a 

Certificate in Performing Arts Management from Confederation College in Thunder Bay.  She 

is a member of the Documentary Organization of Canada (DOC), Interactive Ontario, and 

Women in Film & Television (Toronto).  She can be found online at the identity portal 

flavors.me and she also publishes an e-newsletter, Hat Tricks, which provides short actionable 

social media tactics in an easy-to-read, bi-weekly format.

Panel Session: Effects of the interactive digital universe (360) on the 
documentary

Dealing with changes in presentation, story-telling, audience, etc. With the heightening 

demands for technological innovation, is it possible that the traditional narrative will be lost 

on the small screen?  What will documentaries look like in the future?  This session will be of 

concern to IT and Gamer interests & companies, as well as the traditional documentary 

director/producers.  There are great opportunities on the horizon for collaboration of these 

two sectors.  Considering the importance of the documentary in the Atlantic provinces’ history 

of media production, and the role played in the Atlantic by the NFB, as a key supporter of the 

media production industry, especially the independents, the recent change over of the NFB to 

an active digital proponent is quite significant.

http://islandmedia.pe.ca/event/imaf-panel-effects-of-the-interactive-digital-universe-on-the-documentary/
http://islandmedia.pe.ca/event/imaf-panel-effects-of-the-interactive-digital-universe-on-the-documentary/


Moderator:

Chuck Lapp, originally from Summerside, got his start in media there in college. Since then 

he’s been an independent filmmaker in Halifax, Montreal, and Toronto for over 30 years. An 

honours arts graduate of Dalhousie University, Chuck worked in Toronto and Montreal in the 

early 70's and became the founding co-ordinator of the Atlantic Filmmakers Co-operative in 

Halifax in 1973. Mr. Lapp started Envision Productions Ltd. In 1983. He is past National 

Secretary of the Documentary Organization of Canada and is the Vice- Chair of the Atlantic 

Chapter. He also served for nine years on the board of the HOT DOCS Film Festival.

Panelists:

Gerry Flahive has produced more than forty NFB Films including the Genie Award-winning 

“Just Watch Me: Trudeau and the '70s Generation”, “McLuhan's Wake”, “The Next Big 

Thing”, and the cult hit “Project Grizzly”, which he executive-produced. In 2004 he produced 

the award-winning film “It's a Girl's World”, a documentary about social bullying among girls 

that became the top-selling NFB DVD in 2005. His recent projects include producing the 

award-winning “House Calls”, “Cricket and the Meaning of Life”, “This Beggar's Description”, 

and co-producing the critically acclaimed films “Souvenir of Canada” and “Manufactured 

Landscapes”. Currently, he is producing the NFB Filmmaker-in-Residence, an experimental 

community-based alternative model of media-making that partners media with medicine. Mr. 

Flahive continues today as a documentary producer with an intuitive and aesthetic sense for 

the interactive digital universe and new media. His latest projects are pointing the way that 

the documentary production is swimming towards in the digital stream. The award winning 

“WaterLife” has the beauty and feel of new media art. The web documentary OUT MY 

WINDOW, part of the HIGHRISE project, is one of the world’s first interactive 360 degree 

documentaries— and it has won the first-ever Digital Storytelling Award at the Amsterdam 

Documentary Festival.

Paul McNeill comes to the NFB with a passion for documentary and experience in all 

aspects of filmmaking, from writing, shooting, directing and producing to editing and sound 

recording. His track record also includes television drama and feature filmmaking credits. In 

addition to being an award-winning producer, he holds a degree in business from Nova 

Scotia’s St. Francis Xavier University and has worked with several non-governmental 

organizations in Africa. As an independent filmmaker he enjoyed a strong relationship with 

the NFB Atlantic Centre, and now looks forward to building on this and to working with the 



area’s filmmakers and media artists to produce vital, meaningful stories from the Maritimes. 

McNeill joins St. John’s-based producer Annette Clarke to round out NFB’s Atlantic 

producing team.

Evan Jones, Stitch Media partner , is a two-time Emmy Award® winner whose innovative 

work on interactive content for primetime television, radio, web, mobile and games have 

established him as a pioneer in new genres of Alternate Reality Games, Locative Media and 

Interactive Documentary. His work was recognized as one of the ‘Top 10 New Media 

Groundbreakers’ according to the Bell Broadcast & New Media Fund. Evan’s international 

clients include Microsoft, Disney, FOX, CBC, Bell, Discovery and The Movie Network. He has 

taught ‘Rich Media Production’, ‘Transmedia Storytelling’ and ‘Extending TV Drama 

Experiences’ around the world at the Canadian Film Centre, the Australian Film, Television & 

Radio School and the University of Southern California with Dr. Henry Jenkins.

Panel Session: Experimental Film & Video - understanding their place in cultural 
contexts, and as creative media arts works

Experimental film is usually thought of as art designed to drive people nuts – either with 

boredom or something akin to seizures. Perhaps that’s one branch of it, but this panel will 

explore an entirely different experimental approach – filmmaking as a medium of personal 

artistic expression, closer in some ways to poetic documentary. What makes it experimental 

then? Traditional documentaries are supposed to be ‘objective,’ and since personal or 

autobiographical approaches commit the documentary sin of subjectivity, the term 

‘experimental documentary’ came into being. Yet since these hybrid works also lack the formal 

purity of traditional experimental film, they’re often met with puzzlement, falling through the 

cracks of most cinematic categories. Experimental documentary opens up a world of artistic 

exploration where film techniques have to be invented – not for the sake of form, but because 

the conventional language of cinema can’t express the content. That’s one of the reasons why, 

historically, experimental cinema has been a kind of R&D proving ground for much of the 

innovation in mainstream media, from television commercials and music video, to feature 

films and documentary filmmaking itself. Recently, experimental documentaries, and other 

kinds of personal cinema, have become an increasingly important branch of experimental film 

in terms of “Seeing Ahead of the Curve,” this year’s theme of the Island Media Arts Festival. 

The Experimental Film and Video panel will feature four influential filmmakers representing 

three generations of experimental documentary artists. The panellists will discuss and share 

with the audience the unique challenges they have faced, and the innovative ways in which 

http://islandmedia.pe.ca/event/imaf-panel-experimental-film-video/
http://islandmedia.pe.ca/event/imaf-panel-experimental-film-video/


they have explored their medium to express intimate themes.

Moderator:

Rick Hancox is an internationally recognized and award-winning filmmaker, known as an 

artistic innovator of experimental and personal documentary films, including “Moose Jaw 

(There’s a Future in Our Past)”, “Landfall”, and “Waterworx (A Clear Day and No Memories)”, 

which are all in the collection of the National Gallery of Canada. He taught for twelve years at 

Sheridan College near Toronto, where he influenced some of Canada’s foremost experimental 

filmmakers, including Mike Hoolboom, Richard Kerr, and Philip Hoffman. At present Rick 

teaches film in the Communications Department of Concordia University in Montreal and 

continues with his experimental pursuits.

Panelists:

Louise Bourque, born in Edmundston, New Brunswick, is an award winning and 

internationally recognized experimental filmmaker. After receivinga BA in communications in 

1986, she studied film production at Concordia University in Montreal (BFA 1990) and at The 

School of the Art Institute of Chicago (MFA 1992). Process is both meaning and method for 

filmmaker Louise Bourque. Her films reckon with the instabilities of identity, family, and 

home. Traces of the past (home movies, found footage, childhood memories, dream imagery) 

are processed in every sense of the word. Though she has worked in a more traditional mode 

of production (involving actors, set lighting and design, mise-en-scène, and narrative 

structures), for more than ten years Bourque has focused on a process-oriented approach. 

Manipulation of materials is the essence of her technique, whereby filmstrips are  scratched, 

bleached, buried, punctured, soaked, solarized, and specially printed, resulting in rich layers 

of abstraction and ambiguity. Bourque’s films have been presented in forty countries in five 

continents. Screenings at international festivals include Sundance, Rotterdam, Toronto, 

Tribeca, San Francisco, Kerala, Sao Paolo, Hong Kong, Melbourne and London. US broadcasts 

include PBS and the Sundance Channel. Her work was presented at the 50th Robert Flaherty 

Film Seminar and as part of the 2006 Whitney Biennial. She has also been featured in solo 

exhibitions at Mount Saint Vincent University, Halifax; Millennium Film Workshop, New 

York; Cinematheque Ontario, Toronto; and Hallwalls Contemporary Arts Center, Buffalo. 

She was the Canadian Spotlight Artist at the 2009 Images Festival and recently had a 

retrospective at the Canadian Film Institute in Ottawa. After being out of the country for 

almost twenty years, Louise is now back, living and working in Edmundston, where she 



teaches cinema.

Millefiore Clarkes is a filmmaker and documentarian who lives in Belfast, PEI. Her new 

production company, One Thousand Flowers Productions, focuses on producing 'pocket docs' 

(short online documentaries) for clients, as well as a palette of other creative works from 

feature documentaries to short experimental pieces. Her first feature, Stalking Love, played in 

festivals across Canada and the US (including The Atlantic Film Festival and RIDM) as well as 

aired on CBC's documentary! between 2006-2009. She is currently working on her second 

feature doc, The Telling, as well as a short documentary, Island Green, with the National Film 

Board of Canada. Her true passion lies in the experimental process, and she applies the spirit 

of experiment to all her creative endeavours. She has created several short experimental films 

that have screened at festivals across the continent, as well as a growing number of music 

videos, short documentaries, and web series.

Professor Emeritus George S. Semsel taught for more than forty years, most of them in 

the Ohio University School of Film. Dr. Semsel earned his interdisciplinary doctorate at the 

Ohio State University, combining studies in photography and film with studies in curriculum 

development in higher education. He has a B.A. in literature from Wagner College and holds 

an M.A. from the University of Iowa Writers Workshop, and a second, in film studies, from 

New York University, where he managed The Drama Review. An experimentalist given to 

personal autobiographical works akin to poetry, he has been making films since 1953. During 

the Underground Film Movement of the 1960's, he was associated with Marie Menken and 

Willard Maas in the Gryphon Film Group. In the late 1960's, he moved to PEI where he taught 

film at Prince of Wales College, sparking and inspiring a generation of Island filmmakers, here 

on PEI, an experience, which for him, seeded a pivotal turn in his own life as a filmmaker. In 

1984, Dr, Semsel spent a year working in the Chinese film industry, then under the Ministry of 

Culture, and has frequently returned to the People’s Republic to lecture on film. His first 

Fulbright sent him to Thailand, and his second had him teaching modern American literature 

and film at Shandong University. A leading pioneer of Chinese film studies, Dr. Semsel 

published his first book [in English] on the subject, following the cultural revolution, and 

again with colleagues, in two more publications, thus introducing Chinese film theory to 

North America.



A look at the 2011 Workshops:

Workshop #1 - Directing a Film Shoot

This is a nuts and bolts workshop course to be given in two sessions.

Mr. Kennedy, director of Little Mosque on the Prairie, will cover the basics of the director’s 

role in running an efficient film shoot on set. Whether one is just starting out as a budding 

director or whether one is a seasoned director, this workshop will cover areas important for all 

directors to know [i.e. learning about blocking a scene, taking a look at ways to block a scene, 

as well as efficient approaches to directing camera coverage/shooting, etc.]. These sessions 

will help you understand how the shooting of a film or television show is really done. Michael 

Kennedy, a fellow Islander, has an interest in sharing his vast experience-based knowledge. 

This is a rare opportunity to get valuable insight and instruction from one of Canada’s top 

professional directors.

Workshop #2 - Making a 5 second or 10 second film

“Filmmaking in an impatient Era - The Making of extremely short films” is the 
subject of this workshop to be held in four sessions.

Participants will choose the challenge of making a 5 or 10 second film. Each participant will 

make one or more films during the workshop. All films will include 1 or more live action shots, 

and will be shot on available recording devices especially the cheapest and most readily 

available such as cell phones.

All films will be finished (meaning edited if necessary) on home computers using iMovie or 

Final Cut. All films will be burned on DVD’s and screened with the class at the conclusion of 

the weekend.

Michael Kennedy is an award winning, genre-jumping director with a reputation for 

creating stylish films that achieve both critical and commercial success.  He has directed 14 

feature-length films/MOW’s and over 125 television episodes including every episode of the 

first season of CBC’s ground-breaking sitcom, Little Mosque On The Prairie.  He has received 

2 Directors Guild of Canada Awards and a nomination for a Directors Guild of America 

Award.  Other honors include: Best Director Gemini nominations; 3 wins from 7 nominations 

for Best Director at the Canadian Comedy Awards; Best Director, Canadian Music Video 

http://islandmedia.pe.ca/event/workshops-with-michael-kennedy-workshop-2-making-a-5-second-or-10-second-film/
http://islandmedia.pe.ca/event/workshops-with-michael-kennedy-workshop-1-directing-a-film-shoot/


Awards, for Terriers, one of 25 short films he directed for Kids In The Hall.  Joe’s Wedding, 

his award-winning romantic-comedy feature, was selected for many international film 

festivals.  Michael has garnered an international reputation, which has led him to direct films 

in many countries: Jets in Munich, Texas and Los Angeles; Broken Lullaby in Budapest; One 
Man Out in Mexico; Caribe in Belize; and Calculated Risk in Germany.  Michael Kennedy is a 

native son of Kensington, PEI.


